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In no particular order thanks to... 

Roman Plaszczak - Chairman 

Karen Ayres  

Kevin Hyman  

Deborah Klinger  

Margaret McNeil   

John Tapper, Sr.  

Ginger Smietana 

Edward Smietana  

Steve Racette  

Jan Hoehn  

Susan Erion 

Robert (Butch) Hindenach   

Cindy Pyard  

Amanda Martinez  

Sandra Henson  

Nadine Jarvis   

Tom Soule 

John Small 

Marilyn Clear 

Mary Springer 

Larry Nielsen 

Village Council 

Paw Paw DDA 

The Vineyard Press 

 

Paw Paw History on Line 

More historic photos of 

Paw Paw are on line at 

www.pawpawchamber.com  
(click on their listing for 

“Historic Photos.”) 

 

More historic information  

and articles are on line at 

 www.pawpaw.net/commission.html 

Village of Paw Paw 
Sesquicentennial 
Celebration 

Presents 

Sunday August 9, 2009 

6:00 p.m. at Tyler Field 
Paw Paw, Michigan 

1858 Rules Base Ball Match 
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The Rules of 1858 Base Ball 
SOURCE: Eric Micklich, with slight modifications based 

on the reprint of By-Laws of the Independent Base Ball 

Club embracing the Rules and Regulations as adopted by 

the National Association of Base Ball Players, March, 

1858.   Some rules left out for brevity. 

Section 1. The ball.  

The ball must weigh not less than six nor more than 
six and one-quarter ounces avoirdupois. It must 
measure not less than ten nor more than ten and a 
quarter inches in circumference. It must be  

Captain Ron Taylor           composed of India rubber and yarn, and covered   
                                          with leather, and in all match games shall be fur-
nished by the challenging Club, and become the property of the winning Club, 
as a trophy of victory.  

Section 2. The bat.  

The bat must be round and must not exceed two and a half inches in di-
ameter in the thickest part. It must be made of wood, and may be of any 
length to suit the striker.  

Section 5. The pitcher's position.  

The pitcher's position shall be designated by a line four yards in length, 
drawn at right angles to a line from home to the second base, having its 
center upon that line, at a fixed iron plate placed at a point fifteen yards 
distant from the home base. The pitcher must deliver the ball as near as 
possible over the center of said base, and for the striker.  

Section 6. Delivering the ball.  

The ball must be pitched, not jerked nor thrown, to the bat; and whenever 
the pitcher draws back his hand, or moves with the apparent purpose or 
pretension to deliver the ball, he shall so deliver it, and must have neither 
foot in advance of the line at the time of delivering the ball; and if he fails in 
either of these particulars, then it shall be declared a balk.  

Section 7. Balking.  

When a balk is made by the pitcher, every player running the bases is enti-
tled to one base, without being put out.  

Section 8. Foul and fair hit balls.  

If the ball, from a stroke of the bat, is caught behind the range of home and 
the first base or home and the third base, without having touched the 
ground, or first touches the ground behind those bases, it shall be termed 
foul, and must be so declared by the umpire, unasked. If the ball first 
touches the ground, either upon or in front of the range of those bases, it 
shall be considered fair.  

Section 9. Scoring a run.  

A player making the home base, shall be entitled to score one run.  
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Mister Charlie “Two-Paws” Maxwell - Manager 

Mister Roman “Captain Hook” Plaszczak – Captain 

Miss Ginger “Merlot” Smietana  

Miss Sandra “Quilter” Henson 

Mister Kevin “Cowboy” Hyman 

Miss Jan “Putty” Hoehn 

Miss Debbie “Granny” Klinger 

Mister Dean “One Paw” Basinger 

Miss Mary “Sparky’s Girl” Springer 

Miss Missy “Catch” Leonard 

Mister Christopher “Taps” Tapper 

Miss Megan “Queenie”  Vandenberg 

Miss Erika “Teeny Queenie” Whittington 

Mister Edward “Eagle” Smietana 

Mister John “the Rassler” Small 

Miss Cyndy “Boomer” Pyard 

Miss Amanda “Clutch” Martinez 

Mister Larry “Bear” Nielsen 

 

Miss Marilyn “Nana” Clear – Scorekeeper 
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Mister A. J. “Jimmie Foxx” Gaytan 
 
Mister T. J. “Thunder N Lightnin” Parks 
 
Mister Scott “the Race and the Wind” Miltibarger 
 
Mister Brandon “the Bomber” Stroud 
 
Mister William F. “Water-boy” Ast 
 
Mister Douglas “Tired-iron” Snyder 
 
“The Chet You Won’t Forget” Johnson 
 
Mister Thomas “Very Reliable” Reybuck 
 
“Little snot nose” Tommie Reybuck 
 
Mister Mark “crazy-legs” Clayton 
 
Mister Steve “Little Caesar” Prince 
 
Mister Rick “ the Tank” Hoy 
 
Mister Dave “Hound dog” Warfield 
 
Mister Ron “Captain” Taylor 

Section 10. Running on third strike.  

If three balls are struck at and missed, and the last one is not caught, ei-
ther flying or upon the first bound, it shall be considered fair, and the 
striker must attempt to make his run.  

How batsmen are put out.  

Section 11. Caught foul ball.  

The striker is out if a foul ball is caught, either before touching the ground 
or upon the first bound;  

Section 12. Three strikes.  

Or, if three balls are struck at and missed, and the last is caught either 
before touching the ground or upon the first bound;  

Section 13. Caught fair ball.  

Or, if a fair ball is struck, and the ball is caught without having touched the 
ground or upon the bound;  

Section 14. At first base.  

Or, if a fair ball is struck, and the ball is held by an adversary on the first 
base, before the striker touches that base;  

Section 15. Touched with ball.  

Or if, at any time, he is touched by the ball while in play in the hands of an 
adversary, without some part of his person being on a base.  

Section 16. Running on fair and foul balls.  

No ace nor base can be made upon a foul ball, nor when a fair ball has 
been caught without having touched the ground; and the ball shall, in both 
instances, be considered dead and not in play, until it shall first have been 
settled in the hands of the pitcher. In either case the players running the 
bases shall return to them, and shall not be put out in so returning unless 
the ball has been first pitched to the striker.  

Section 17. The batsman's position.  

The striker must stand on a line drawn through the center of the home 
base, not exceeding in length three feet from either side thereof, and par-
allel with the line occupied by the pitcher. He shall be considered the 
striker until he has made the first base. Players must strike in regular rota-
tion; and after the first inning is played, the turn commences with the 
player who stands on the list next to the one who lost the third hand.  

Section 18. Forced off a base.  

Players must make their bases in order of striking; and when a fair ball is 
struck, and not caught flying nor on the first bound, the first base must be 
vacated, as also the second and third bases, if they are occupied at the 
same time. Players may be put out at any base, under these circum-
stances, in the same manner as the striker when running to the first base.  

Section 19. Running out of line of bases.  

Players running the bases must, as far as possible, keep upon the direct 
line between bases; and should any player run three feet out of this line, 



for purpose of avoiding the ball in the hands of 
an adversary, he shall be declared out.  

Section 20. Interfering with fielder.  

Any player who shall intentionally prevent an ad-
versary from catching or fielding the ball, shall be 
declared out.  

Section 21. Obstructing baserunners.  

If the player is prevented making a base by the 
intentional obstruction of an adversary, he shall 
be entitled to that base, and not be put out.  

Section 22. Illegally stopping the ball.  

If an adversary stops the ball with his hat or cap, or takes it from the 
hands of a party not engaged in the game, no player can be put out 
unless the ball shall first have been settled in the hands of the pitcher.  

Section 23. Caught fly balls.  

If a ball, from the stroke of the bat, is held under any other circum-
stances than as enumerated in Section 22, and without having touched 
the ground more than once, the striker is out.  

Section 24. No run scored.  

If two hands are already out, no player, running home at the time a ball 
is struck, can make an ace, if the striker is out.  

Section 25. End of innings.  

An inning must be concluded at the time the third hand is put out.  

Section 26. The game.  

The game shall consist of nine innings to each side, when, should the 
number of runs be equal, the play shall be continued until a majority of 
runs, upon an equal number of innings, shall be declared, which shall 
conclude the game.  

Section 27. Eligible players.  

In playing all matches, nine players from each club shall constitute a full 
field, and they must have been regular members of the club which they 
represent, and of no other club, for thirty days prior to the match. No 
change or substitution shall be made after the game has been com-
menced, unless for a reason of illness or injury. Position of players and 
choice of innings shall be determined by captains, previously appointed 
for that purpose by the respective clubs.  

Section 28. Duties of the umpire.  

The umpire shall take care that the regulations respecting the ball, bats, 
bases, and the pitcher's and striker's positions are strictly observed. He 
shall keep a record of the game in a book prepared for the purpose; he 
shall be the judge of fair and unfair play, and shall determine all dis-
putes and differences which may occur during the game; he shall take 

especial care to declare all foul balls and balks immediately upon their oc-
currence, unasked, and in a distinct and audible manner.  

Section 29. Selection of umpire/scorers.  

In all matches, the umpire shall be selected by the captains of the respec-
tive sides, shall perform all the duties enumerated in Section 28, except 
recording the game, which shall be done by two scorers, one of whom 
shall be appointed by each of the contending clubs.  

Section 30. Betting prohibited.  

No person engaged in a match, either as umpire, scorer, or player, shall 
be directly or indirectly interested in any bet upon the game. Neither um-
pire, scorer, nor player shall be changed during a match, unless with the 
consent both parties, except for a violation of this law, and except as pro-
vided in Section 27, and then the umpire may dismiss any transgressor.  

Section 32. Special ground rules.  

Clubs may adopt such rules respecting balls knocked beyond or outside of 
the bounds of the field, as the circumstances of the ground may demand 
and these rules shall govern all matches played upon the ground, provided 
that they are distinctly made known to every player and umpire previous to 
the commencement of the game.  

Section 33. Interfering with participants.  

No person shall be permitted to approach or to speak with the umpire, 
scorers or players, or in any manner to interrupt or interfere during the pro-
gress of the game, unless by special request of the umpire.  

Section 34. Eligible umpires and scorers.  

No person shall be permitted to act as umpire or scorer in any match, 
unless he shall be a member of a Base Ball Club, governed by these rules.  

Section 37. Calling strikes.  

Should a striker stand at the bat without striking at good balls repeatedly 
pitched to him, for the purpose of delaying the game, or of giving advan-
tage to a player, the umpire, after warning him, shall call one strike, and if 
he persists in such action, two, and three 
strikes. When three strikes called, he shall be 
subject to the same rules as if he had struck at 
the three balls.  

 

PAW PAW’S MAJOR LEAGUERS 

Read about major league ball players from  

Paw Paw on line at:                                                    Charlie Maxwell 

www.pawpaw.net/forms/histcom/Paw%20PawsCharlieMaxwell.pdf 

www.pawpaw.net/forms/histcom/PawPawMajorLeaguers.pdf 
(Bill (Reindeer) & Wade (Red) Killefer and George Lynn (Piggy) Paige.) 


